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Maguire Family of Dealerships looks to become part of community
BY PATRICK J. BRADLEYContributing writer

New car buyers are seeing signs of change on Grand Is-land.
The franchises formerly owned by the Fuccillo Automo-tive Group are now part of the Maguire Family of Dealerships. Owner and President Phil Ma-guire said they’re “super excit-ed” to be here.

“We’re here to make an im-pact, have fun and be a part of the community,” Maguire said.They also figure to sell a lot of Chevrolets, Hyundais and Toy-otas at their three neighboring locations on Alvin Road. Those dealerships were once best known for television com-mercials that featured Billy Fuccillo, a larger-than-life car dealer famous for promising “HUGE” deals. Fuccillo died in June 2021. The Maguire group purchased the dealerships last October.
The Maguire Family of Deal-erships was founded in 1977 by Tim Maguire – he’s Phil Ma-guire’s father – and Tim’s wife, Fran, when they opened a Ford dealership in the Tompkins County village of Trumansburg. The Maguires later expanded into Ithaca and the Syracuse area. The addition of the Grand Island dealerships brings their total to 23 locations that sell 19 brands of autos. 

No stranger to Western New York, Phil Maguire said they seized the opportunity to ex-pand to Grand Island when they learned the Fuccillo family was ready to sell.
“I grew up in a family busi-ness,” Maguire said. “I went to college in Michigan, and my first job was selling cars at Gam-bino Ford in Lockport.”While working there, he re-sided in Lewiston. “I loved Lewiston, loved living there,” he said. “I knew Grand Island, knew the location (of the dealerships). It sparked our interest as a great opportunity.”The Maguire dealerships don’t do a lot of TV advertising. 

They promote upfront pricing with no haggling, bargaining or surprises, and strive to build market share and loyalty by pro-viding quality sales and service that generates word-of-mouth customer endorsements.They also take pride in sup-porting local charities and com-munity programs. “Two years ago we started a 

foundation, the Maguire Foun-dation. We participate in events and fundraisers that are helpful to our communities and very gratifying for our people to par-ticipate in,” Maguire said.The Maguire Foundation re-cently made a $1,000 donation to the Family Foundation of Grand Island.

Pictured are Maguire Chevrolet General Manager Ronnie Mansour and 

Sales Consultant Brian Nelson. (Submitted)

The Maguire Family of Dealerships includes:•Maguire Hyundai of Grand Island
1910 Alvin Road, Grand Island833-651-4549

•Maguire Toyota of Grand Island
1974 Alvin Road, Grand Island716-404-6004 

•Maguire Chevrolet of Grand Island
2000 Alvin Road, Grand Island716-539-0735

To learn more, visit www.maguirecars.com

MEET THE MAGUIRE FAMILY OF DEALERSHIPS

MEET THE MAGUIRE FAMILY OF DEALERSHIPS

Program to spotlight Grand Island during Prohibition

STORY AND PHOTOS BY ALICE GERARDGrand Island was a perfect place for rum runners to store their stash of illegal bottles of alcohol during Prohibition, that began in 1920 and ended in 1933, said Mary Cooke of the Grand Island Historical Society.“Grand Island didn’t have a lot of population, but it did have roads. One of the articles I read talked about how the roads 

were pretty deserted early in the morning, which allowed the Fix brothers and other rum runners to go to Canada, where they could produce alcohol and bring it to the Island. There were many places along the shoreline where it could be stowed. Then trucks could come and pick it up at these very secret places along these well-built roads that no one was on,” Cooke said.

Above: A variety of bottles from the 1920s will be on display during the 

presentation. During Prohibition, people visited speakeasies, where alco-

holic beverages were served in teapots and teacups. • Below: Smoking 

was very much part of life in the 1920s. Part of the static display being 

prepared by the Grand Island Historical Society features the various smok-

ing materials that were common at the time.

SEE HISTORY, continued on Page 2
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Nancy Price Memorial Run May 12 in Youngstown
Annual race benefi ts scholarship programs

BY TERRY DUFFY
Editor-in-Chief

The Village of Youngstown 
Recreation Department an-
nounced its 29th annual Nancy 
Price Memorial Run is approach-
ing in a matter of weeks – and 
registration is now underway. 

This race is held each year in 
honor of Nancy Price, the direc-
tor of Youngstown Recreation 
for 20 years. It is open to partici-
pants age 14 and under, up to se-
niors ages 75 and older,

“Price was the recreation di-
rector who actually put the rec-
reation program on the map,” 
said Jeff Gruarin, Village of 
Youngstown Recreation direc-

tor. “She had Veteran’s Park in 
Youngstown built up to what it 
is today from just a fi eld. She did 
this by grit and determination. 
She was a fi xture at the park, and 
became friend/parent to all the 
children who came by the park.

“Price passed away from can-
cer far too soon (in December 
1994). Today, this race seeks to 
carry on her hopes and dreams 
for the youth of the community. 
Proceeds from the event go to-
ward the annual Nancy & Vicki 
Price Memorial Scholarships, 
which are given out to graduates 
from the area who possess the 
values she held and who are ac-
tive in the community.”

The 2023 race is set for Friday, 
May 12, with a course that starts 
and fi nishes at the Youngstown 
Volunteer Fire Co. fi rehall, 625 
Third St. (across from Veterans 
Park). It opens at 6 p.m. with a 

one-half mile “Kids Fun Run” 
(ages 14 and under) that is 
staged through Veterans Park. 
The 5K run/walk, for partici-
pants for ages 15 to 75-plus, has 
a 6:30 p.m. start from the fi re-
hall. The route features a scenic 
course through the Village of 
Youngstown and Fort Niagara 
State Park, and concludes back 
at the fi rehall. 

Online registration is open and 
continues right to start of the 
race on May 12. Race categories 
include 14 and under; 15-19; 20-
24; 25-29; 30-34; 35-39; 40-44; 45-
49; 50-54; 55-59; 60-64; 65-69; 70-
74; and 75 and older. The race is 
organized by Race Management 
Solutions

Signup costs are as follows: the 
one-half mile “Kids Fun Run” is 
$10 though race day; the 5K run/
walk, for ages 18 and younger, is 
$15 presale, and $20 on race day; 

and the 5K run/walk (ages 19 
and older) is $20 presale or $25 
on race day. 

New this year is a virtual op-
tion for those unable to make the 
trip to Youngstown to join in this 
community event. 

“Please join us on Friday, May 
12,” Gruarin said. “Can’t make 
the race? Participate virtually.” 

He added, “Simply sign up for 
the virtual race option and you 
get to choose the location and 
time to get out on your own and 
run/walk your 5K during the 
month of May. Feel free to use 
the free IYR (It’s Your Race) vir-
tual app to track and score your 
run.”

Gruarin said virtual runners 
would be able to manually enter 
their fi nish time directly to the 
IYR results that opens on May 1 
and continues to May 23.

He said a limited number of 

offi cial Nancy Price 2023 race 
T-shirts are available on a fi rst-
come, fi rst-served basis for reg-
istrants. The fi rst 25 registrants 
of the “Kids Fun Run” will re-
ceive a Youngstown tote bag.

As far as prizes for the partici-
pants, trophies will be presented 
to the fi rst-place overall male and 
female 5K fi nishers following the 
race. 

“We will also be rewarding the 
fastest team of three with a tro-
phy,” Gruarin said. 

Participants will be able to 
download custom fi nisher certifi -
cates from the race event page 
and view fi nish line photos fol-
lowing the race. 

For more information on the 
Nancy Price Memorial Run, 
including online signups, visit 
www.itsyourrace.com or www.
RaceManagementSolutions.com.

Ruby Carey Memorial Scholarship
The Youngstown Free Library 

board of trustees and the Friends 
of the Youngstown Free Library 
are again offering the Ruby Carey 
Memorial Scholarship to any stu-
dent who lives in the 14174 postal 
ZIP code and will be graduating 
this June. 

Organizers said, “Ruby Carey 
was involved in church, commu-
nity and civic organizations; was 
instrumental in establishing the 
Youngstown Free Library; and 
became a valued staff member 

there. In her honor, the $1,500 
scholarship will be awarded to a 
student who shows excellence in 
academics, extracurricular activi-
ties, and an involvement in com-
munity service.”

Scholarship applications can 
be found in the Lewiston-Porter 
High School guidance offi ce, 
online at www.youngstownfreeli-
brary.org, or at the library at 
240 Lockport St. The application 
deadline is April 28.

The starting line at the 2022 Nancy Price Memorial Run in Youngstown. (File photo)
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